
The Sunrise Foundation was approached 
by an anonymous donor who has provided 
seed funding to launch the St John Gisborne-
Tairāwhiti Endowment Fund. The donor 
said, “I wanted to honour the memories of 
all the dads, mums, brothers and sisters that 
volunteered and got our local St John service 
up and running in the first place.”

Glenda Stokes, Sunrise executive officer 
says, “After receiving the initial donation, I 
spoke with a few other potential donors and 
am thrilled with the response, although we 
would love more donors to step forward to 
help secure the future of St John. No donation 
is ever too big or too small.”

Glenda says it’s the strength of the 
foundation’s endowment model that 
appealed to these donors and knowing that 
any money they donated stayed local.

Maree Donaldson, St John committee 
member says, “We are so grateful, and 

knowing we’ll receive a bit of extra funding 
every year forever is amazing.”

St John Gisborne’s Ambulance Division was 
established in 1925 and covers a large area of 
the East Coast, stretching from Wairoa right 
up to Hicks Bay. They provide emergency 
ambulance services and community health 
programmes within the region, as well as 
youth leadership programmes which are 
some of the strongest in the country.

Glenda says, “St John is such a valued service, 
and these anonymous donations show how 
much they resonate in our community.”
All donations to the St John Gisborne-
Tairāwhiti Endowment Fund will be invested, 
protected and grown to keep up with 
inflation. 
The surplus investment income will be 
returned to the local St John branch every 
year forever.

St John Fund established in memory of the past 
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Sunrise Snapshots
Out with old, in with 
the new
Social media has been a bit of a roller 
coaster for us over the past year, so 
recently we made the decision to 
create new Facebook and Instagram 
pages. Following and liking our pages 
is a great way to keep up to date with 
goings on and by sharing our posts 
it lets others know more about our 
generous donors and what’s been 
happening at Sunrise.

To make sure you’re following the new 
pages, here they are...
Facebook: The Sunrise Foundation – 
Gisborne/Tairawhiti
Instagram: thesunrisefoundation.
gisborne

Hard work pays off
The Women’s Native Tree Project Trust 
grew and then donated over 6000 
healthy native trees and plants to 
community groups within Tairāwhiti 
last year. The $3000 grant they received 
from Sunrise enabled them to continue 
paying their part time nursery manager.
This is the most plants they have ever 
donated and reflects their nursery 
manager’s hard work.

Proudly supported by 

A mystery benefactor has stepped forward to launch a new fund it is 
hoped will secure the future for our local branch of St John.

Shane Clapperton MStJ (area operations manager), Glenda Stokes (Sunrise executive officer), Janine 
McDiarmid (Sunrise marketing), Ella van Kregten (emergency medical technician), Greg Fisher MStJ (area 
support manager and committee), Ray Stevenson OStJ (committee), Jackie Clapperton (nurse practitioner) 
and Maree Donaldson MStJ (committee)

Kauri Forno discussing seed collecting at 
Waikereru as part of the Waimata River 
Catchment Group’s educational workshops.



Charities and community organisations with a 
charitable purpose in Gisborne-Tairāwhiti can apply 
for grants from the Sunrise General Fund from 1 June 
2022 until 19 July 2022. 

Applications are invited once a year and assessed by the Sunrise Grants 
Committee which determines where the need in our community 
is greatest.

Glenda Stokes, executive officer says,  “Granting is our core business and 
what we love doing. It’s tough out there with so much competition for 
fundraising and sponsorship so we like being able to help ease a bit of 
that pressure.”

Since launching in 2014 we have awarded grants with a total value of 
$752,000 to worthy causes across arts, education, environment, health, 
social services, and sports in Gisborne-Tairāwhiti.

Among the grateful recipients last year were Gisborne Stroke Support 
Group who put their $1370 grant towards rehabilitation exercise 
resources and first aid training for volunteers and Gisborne Boardriders 
Club who put their $2000 grant towards funding a coordinator for 
women’s surf events.

All donations and legacies gifted to the General Fund stay local, meaning 
all money raised here stays here. The money is invested in perpetuity 
(forever) to protect the capital and grown to keep up with inflation. The 
surplus income is given back to charities and community organisations 
through grants within Gisborne-Tairāwhiti.

For a grant application form or to find out more about our funding policy, 
please visit our website: www.sunrisefoundation.org.nz

Words from Glenda Apply for a grant from Sunrise
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The old saying ‘it doesn’t rain it 
pours’ certainly seemed to be 
the case for the start of 2022 
with Omicron sweeping through 
New Zealand, the flooding that 
was experienced by many in our 
region, particularly up the Coast, 
and let’s not forget the horror that 
Ukraine was dealt. Our thoughts 
go out to all those affected in 
these unsettling times.

Now, more than ever, we recognise the importance of our 
General Fund that we use to grant to local charities and 
organisations. The flexibility of the General Fund means 
we can adapt within these changing times to ensure 
grants from our annual funding round are helping the 
most needy at any given time.

Our annual funding round opens 1 June and any 
organisation with a charitable purpose in Gisborne-
Tairāwhiti can apply for a grant from our General Fund. 
You can find all the information on our website under 
Grants. Every year we look forward to receiving the 
applications and being able to support a variety of 
different local causes.

Being able to provide grants to our community is what 
we get excited about – it’s why we exist. The generosity 
of our community never ceases to amaze me, and here at 
Sunrise, we appreciate you share our vision of building a 
stronger Tairāwhiti forever.

I’m sure there will tough decisions ahead for David Clark 
(Chair), Rob Dymock, Lilian Tangaere-Baldwin, Richard 
Briant, Leslynne Jackson and Stephen Thomson who are 
our Grants Committee. We appreciate the amazing job 
they do as volunteers, and the time spent considering 
each application.

On a final note, if you’d like to talk about the possibility of 
becoming a donor, please don’t hesitate to contact me as 
I’m always happy to meet for a coffee and chat. At Sunrise 
we have a variety of ways you can donate. You choose 
which way works for you, and the cause that means the 
most to you.

Take care and stay warm,

Glenda Stokes
EXECUTIVE OFFICER



Gisborne Volunteer Centre (GVC) carefully matches volunteers with the organisations where they 
will have the greatest impact, enjoyment, and sense of contribution.

Every Friday the Finance Hub at Gisborne District Council who are not working from home go to work 
in casual attire and they contribute a donation to the communal office jar, with all money raised going 
to Sunrise’s General Fund.

Jenny Greaves, GVC manager, says, “It’s such a misconception that 
only retired people volunteer. We have all sorts of people offering a 
huge range of skills and a big part of our role is facilitating people 
going into a place that’s the right fit for them.”

Having a fund with Sunrise and receiving a grant every year forever 
is what appeals to Amber Aitkenhead, GVC board member, as she 
believes it helps secure their long-term security. That and the fact 
that all donations through Sunrise stay local.

Amber says, “Volunteers in Tairāwhiti are like the engine in a fancy 
car, you see the car but not what’s under the hood.”

Ros Faulkner, volunteer service advisor says, “Volunteering is all 
about community. Whether you’re delivering kai to people in 
need or are a person offering governance skills, each voluntary 
role is as important as the next and gives just as much self-worth 
and satisfaction.”

Over 20 new organisations joined GVC last year, so there is always 
a need for new people within the community to help. Volunteering 
may be a small one-off role or a regular position within an 
organisation where help is needed.

With national volunteer week happening from 19-25 June, there’s 
no better time to visit the GVC team in Treble Court to find out how 
you can help somewhere in our community.

For those that unable to offer volunteer time, you may prefer to 
show support by donating to their endowment fund instead.

Read more about the Gisborne Volunteer Centre Endowment 
Fund on our website under Special Interest Funds.

Amber Aitkenhead, Ros Faulkner and Jenny Greaves from Gisborne 
Volunteer Centre say volunteering at any level is a great way to give 
back to our community.

Tina Swann, internal audit partner says, “There’s no pressure within 
the team to donate. People just give whatever they can afford, 
whenever they have cash. Sometimes it’s nothing for a couple of 
weeks and then maybe $10 when they have it in their pocket.”

“We’re not giving a huge amount but over time it all adds up and 
we love that with Sunrise the money keeps on giving forever.”

Rachel Brown, financial services officer, says that the team have 
donated to different causes for a long time now but really like the 
idea of giving to Sunrise’s General Endowment Fund rather than 
just picking a charity at random themselves.

“By donating to Sunrise, we know that the money stays local and is 
granted to wherever it is needed most in the community.”

Both Tina and Rachel also say that in the past they tended to give to 
the same charities each year, but like knowing that by giving to the 
General Fund, different local charities and organisations benefit, 
depending on where the need is greatest.

Glenda Stokes, Sunrise executive officer says, “The needs in our 
community will change over time and by growing the General 
Fund it helps ensure it will be in great shape to respond to those 
ever-changing needs.”

Donating to the General Fund supports those in need now and 
in the future. Visit our website if your workplace is interested in 
Workplace Giving or if you’d like to find out how to donate to a 
cause that is close to your heart.

Some of the team from Gisborne District Council’s Finance Hub dressed 
in their casual Friday clothes.

Tairawhiti volunteers ‘the engine in a fancy car’

Casual Fridays benefit those in need



Chrisp family has Ngatapa Club ‘in the blood’

SPCA  Fund donation is a ‘win-win’ situation

Alex Chrisp was rapt to learn that his weekly donations to the 
Ngatapa Rugby and Associated Sports Club Endowment Fund 
have totalled over $800 within just a few years. “It’s such a small 
amount each week coming out of my pay, I can’t believe it adds 
up to that much.”

Animal lover Maria Lovelock jokes she would be a ‘crazy 
dog lady’ if her husband allowed it, but instead of adopting 
more dogs she chooses to donate to the Gisborne SPCA 
Endowment Fund.
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With well over 500 club members, Alex 
marvels at what a difference it would 
make if more members donated the small 
amount each week. He says the fund is a 
smart way of helping future proof the club 
by guaranteeing income every year forever.

With sponsorship becoming harder and 
harder to secure, Alex hopes the fund 
will grow to a level that it will help future 
committees be able to run and improve the 
club and be able to stay afloat through any 
tough times.

“Imagine if 50 of us contributed each week, 
that would have earned the club well over 
$40k. Even if money is tight $5 a week isn’t 
going to make or break you.”

Ngatapa Club is a family affair for the 
Chrisps with Alex having been involved 
since he was a ‘young fella’ playing rugby. 
He says, “The old man used to play and my 
brothers too at some point.”

Alex enjoys the positive, supportive 
environment and says families travel from 
as far away as Tolaga Bay and Matawai to 
be a part of it.

All donations to the fund will be invested, 
protected and grown to keep up with 
inflation. The surplus investment income 
will be returned to the club every year 
forever. If you would like to support their 
fund, please visit our website to find out 
ways to donate.

An automatic payment of $10 is deducted 
from Maria’s wages each fortnight and she 
says, “I don’t even notice it coming out of 
my pay, it’s not a lot each time.”    

Since 2018 Maria has contributed almost 
$900 towards the fund, highlighting that 
over time every little bit really does make a 
difference.  

“I hate to think of animals being neglected. 
Donating to SPCA is a win-win situation, 
without them we wouldn’t have our rescue 
dogs Toots or Ted.”  

For Toots it’s her fourth, and now forever 
home. Maria says with lots of affection 
and consistent training, witnessing the 
transformation of Toots over the past two 
years has been so rewarding.  

Maria has always loved dogs and says, 
“They’ll give you more than you will ever 
give them, they’re such a joy to 
be around.” 

Gisborne SPCA Centre cover a large area 
of the East Coast, stretching from Wairoa 
to Hicks Bay. With less than one percent 
government funding, they rely upon the 
generosity of people like Maria and the 
growth of the endowment fund which will 
ensure funding for the local SPCA both 
now and in years to come.  

To read more about their fund or to donate 
and help them continue the important 
work they do within our community, 
please visit our website.  

Ways to give
Donate now
Sunrise welcomes donations of any 
size. Your donation can be added to 
the General Fund or one of our special 
interest funds, the choice is yours. 

Donate now and see your donation 
working for our community 
throughout your lifetime.

You can donate by credit card, 
internet banking or automatic 
payment.

Leave a legacy in your will
When making a will many people 
want to give something back to their 
community, or leave a bequest to 
their favourite charitable cause. It’s a 
common misconception that only 
wealthy people leave money to 
charity when they pass away. 

Gifts in wills, or bequests, are not just 
made by the rich and famous. The 
reality is most bequests are made by 
ordinary, hardworking people who 
want to make a positive difference 
in their community and to other 
people’s lives. 

After providing for family you may 
consider leaving a percentage of your 
estate to Sunrise knowing it will keep 
on giving to our community forever.

Workplace Giving
Sunrise Workplace Giving is an easy 
way for companies to help their 
employees give back to our local 
community with regular donations 
through their payroll system. 

Many people don’t have a lot of 
spare money and a little bit every 
week or month is a realistic way they 
can donate. 

Donors can give as little as $5 per 
week, the cost of a cup of coffee.  

It is an easy way for people to donate 
a little, often, with the added bonus 
of an immediate tax benefit.

Animal lover Maria Lovelock pictured at home 
with her beloved dogs Toots, Marley and Ted. 



For Alan to challenge Tayler to a running race where he would donate $1 to Sunrise’s General Fund for every 1 second Tayler 
beat them, initially seemed like a crazy idea considering Tayler was awarded outstanding overall sportsperson at the 2019-2021 
Gisborne Sporting Excellence Awards.

Excitement levels and nerves were high before the race started, as Alan wasn’t sure how big the time gap between Tayler and his 
team would be, but he felt there had been tough times for lots of people lately and the community needed something to enjoy.
“It’s a fun thing to do when there’s all doom and gloom out there at the moment.”

Members of the public including Mayor Rehette Stoltz and radio host Bevan Chapman joined in on the fun, taking up Sunrise’s 
offer of to ‘donate and test your speed against a world class athlete’  by running a lap of the track. Tayler’s whanau chose to create 
their own relay team and after a generous donation completed the full 10km.

Glenda Stokes, executive officer of Sunrise said, “Alan Berry has supported Sunrise since our early days with the sponsorship of a 
car and we’re so grateful that he approached us about the idea of this fabulous event.”

Alan Berry Motors Suzuki has recently offered Tayler the use of a sponsored car for one year. To celebrate this and at the same time 
financially benefit Sunrise was what initially planted the seed of the fundraiser in Alan’s mind.

“Tayler’s a Gizzy boy and a real go-getter. He’s got where he is through hard work so it’s great to be able to support him but also 
suppport Sunrise at the same time.”

At the end of the 25 laps, Tayler beat the Alan Berry Motors team by 314 seconds (5min14sec) which Alan said was much closer 
than anticipated.

Alan rounded his $1 for every 1 second donation to Sunrise up and generously donated $350. With all other donations tallied and 
proceeds from the sausage sizzle which was kindly donated by ABC Design Ltd and A.F Thompson Contracting, the event raised 
$1060 towards Sunrise’s General Fund.

Tayler Reid’s dash for cash benefits General Fund
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A fundraising event on 1 May where a team of five from Alan Berry Motors Suzuki competed 
against NZ athlete Tayler Reid in a 10km race around Boys High 400m running track has raised 
over $1000 for Sunrise’s General Fund.



The Sunrise Foundation is a simple and lasting way to support local charities, organisations and causes that 
are important to you. 

Who runs Sunrise?

99% of your donation works for our community

Make your charitable giving have a bigger impact

Leave a lasting legacy

You can choose to donate to Sunrise’s General Fund or your favourite charity or cause through a special interest fund. You can support 
causes that are close to home and close to your heart.

Sunrise is an organisation for local people to give for local needs, to help build a strong future for Tairāwhiti-Gisborne forever.

All donations and bequests to Sunrise are invested in endowment funds in perpetuity (forever). Every year some of the investment income 
is retained to ensure your gift grows in line with inflation. The balance of the income from investments is distributed to worthy causes 
throughout the Tairāwhiti-Gisborne District each and every year forever.

Over 20 years your donation will double in size and grants to the value of your original donation will have been granted to worthy causes. 
Over 50 years your donation and the total grants to our community will be 5 times more than your original donation.

Original Donation

Donation Value Total grants distributed

20 Years 50 Years

Based on 7% annual return on investment and distributing half of that return each year in grants

We have a volunteer board of nine trustees who provide a robust governance and succession model. The trustees are a group of 
respected and trusted individuals from within our local community.

Our trustees are John Clarke QSO JP (Chair), Lilian Tangaere Baldwin, Richard Briant, Colin Christie FCA, David Clark, June Hall FCA, 
Rob Dymock, Joe Martin and Reweti Ropiha.

As a community foundation Sunrise can only retain a maximum of 1% of endowment value each year to cover operating costs. 
Until we grow endowments to where we are self-sufficient we are fortunate to have the generous support of our funders 
Trust Tairāwhiti and Clark Charitable Trust; gold sponsors Bayleys Gisborne, Larsen Sawmilling and Self-Storage Gisborne; and 
numerous organisations and volunteers that have helped us along the way. 

We appreciate the immense support we receive from so many as we strive to build a powerful taonga (treasure) for our 
community for generations to come. 

If you or your organisation would like to help us on our journey by providing sponsorship, practical assistance or volunteer time 
please get in touch.

The Sunrise Foundation
BDO | 1 Peel St  |  P O Box 1068  |  Gisborne  |  4040  |  P: (06) 867 7939
E: glenda@sunrisefoundation.org.nz  |  www.sunrisefoundation.org.nz  |         @sunrisefoundationgisborne


