
ANNUAL REPORT | 2021/22



The
Sunrise
Foundation

CONTENTS

2  |  TABLE OF CONTENTS

LOOK HOW FAR WE’VE COME

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE

BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND COMMITTEES

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

ENDOWMENT FUNDS

SUNRISE GRANT RECIPIENTS

SUNRISE GENERAL FUND

SPECIAL INTEREST FUNDS

NAMED FUNDS

CELEBRATING OUR DONORS

OUR FUNDERS AND SPONSORS

3  |

4  |

5  |

6  |

7  |

8  |

15  |

16  |

22  |

29  |

36  |

“Giving or leaving money to 
The Sunrise Foundation is a 
fantastic way to support your 
local community and leave a 
legacy for generations to come.” 

Sir Stephen Tindall.
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LOOK HOW FAR WE’VE COME

The Sunrise Foundation Financial Statements year ended 31 March 2022 are available on our website.
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EXECUTIVE MESSAGE

He aha te mea nui o te ao? He tangata, he 
tangata, he tangata.

What is the most important thing in the world? 
It is the people, it is the people, it is the people.
Here in Tairāwhiti-Gisborne, we continue to 
build a fund that will enhance the lives of our 
people to give happiness, safety, and security 
and make us strong.

Since we were established in 2014, we have 
grown our endowments to $6.5 million. 
Tairāwhiti people have been outstanding at 
supporting our people and place. We’re so 
fortunate to have such a generous community.

Our gratitude goes to those who have 
supported us over this time with donations. 
From bequest donors who remembered Sunrise 
in their wills, to regular donors giving $5 a week. 
We could not have done this without each and 
every donor and we thank and value you all.

When donors give to Sunrise their donation is 
invested in perpetuity (forever), earning interest, 
and growing over time so that Sunrise will 
become a long-term, reliable funding stream 
to support local causes. A donation to Sunrise 
ensures our donors giving has a bigger 
impact forever.

We grant from the income received from 
investments. This year we gifted $165,000 
to causes in our local arts, education, 
environment, health, social services, and 
sports communities.

Our donors don’t give to Sunrise, they ‘give 
through us’ to causes that are close to 
their hearts.

Earlier this year we farewelled Dame Bronwen 
Holdsworth who has stepped down as a 
founding member of our Sunrise Board and 
would like to say thank you for your dedicated 
years of service. As a long-time supporter of 
the arts, Dame Bronwen has established the 
Arts fund at Sunrise in the hope of building a 
legacy for our creative community. In Dame 
Bronwen’s place, we welcome Rob Dymock, 
who also remains a valued member of the 
Sunrise grants committee. Also, a huge thank 
you to Richard Montgomery who has served 
on the Sunrise Investment Committee since its 
inception and has now retired. Your expertise 
and time has been very much appreciated.

The General fund is one of our larger funds and 
the income from this is granted to applicants 
in our annual funding round, where we invite 
any organisation with a charitable purpose in 
Tairāwhiti-Gisborne (the area covered by the 
Gisborne District Council) to apply for 
financial support.

All applications are assessed by our grants 
committee ensuring the neediest causes are 
supported each year.

We have all experienced huge changes in 
our lives in the past few years and it is hard 
to imagine what things will look like in 20, 50 
and 100 years from now. The General fund 
will adapt as our community’s needs change, 
supporting those causes that need it most.

One of the unique things about the community 
foundation model is that donors can choose to 
support causes they care about through one

The Sunrise Foundation (Sunrise) is a community endowment foundation. We are governed by a local board, are community-focused and are endeavouring to 
build a permanent endowment fund which will benefit Tairāwhiti-Gisborne, forever. 

of our special interest funds. This year saw the 
establishment of a fund for St John Gisborne-
Tairāwhiti bringing the total number of funds to 45.

We take our responsibility as custodians of our 
perpetual endowment fund seriously. We are well 
aware we are caretakers of peoples hard earned 
money. Our investment committee members work 
hard with our investment managers JMI Wealth, 
with a conservative approach to ensure that 
endowment funds will maintain their real value 
forever, while maximising, as far as possible, the 
amount available for grants.

Another thing that is fairly unique about us is that 
we can only retain one percent of endowment 
value each year to cover operating costs.

Pleasingly, results are ahead of where we forecast 
we would be although extra growth means extra 
costs to run our charity.

Until we grow endowment funds to where we are 
self-sufficient, we rely on the continued support 
of our funders. We give huge thanks to Trust 
Tairāwhiti and Clark Charitable Trust from whom 
we have had support from day one. Our Platinum 
Sponsor, Bayleys Gisborne, and Gold Sponsors, 
Amber Dental, Larsen Sawmilling and Self-Storage 
Gisborne. We also acknowledge so many other 
sponsors including Alan Berry Motors and Suzuki 
NZ for the Sunrise car that profiles our mahi 
so well.

Over the years the huge contribution of the 
voluntary board and committees both past and 
present has been outstanding. Our team at Sunrise, 
who often are coined as the Sunrise Angels all give 

so much and go that extra mile. All board and staff 
members are Sunrise donors, and we have a real 
culture of giving and walking the talk.

In summary, Sunrise exists because local people 
who care give to causes close to thieir hearts in 
order to support this local place and space, we all 
love so much both now, and in the years to come. 
Thank you all so much for being a part of the 
Sunrise journey.
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JOHN CLARKE 
QSO, JP, CHAIR

GLENDA STOKES 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER



JOHN CLARKE QSO JP
CHAIR

DAVID CLARK

JOE MARTIN

LILIAN TANGAERE 
BALDWIN

RICHARD BRIANT

COLIN CHRISTIE

ROB DYMOCK

JUNE HALL

REWETI ROPIHA

GREG DAULTON, COLIN CHRISTIE FCA (CHAIR), 
RICHARD BRIANT, ALAN LEE (JMI WEALTH), 
RICHARD MONTGOMERY FCA, JOE MARTIN, 
DAVID CLARK

ROB DYMOCK, DAVID CLARK (CHAIR), 
LILIAN TANGAERE-BALDWIN, RICHARD BRIANT, 
LESLYNNE JACKSON, STEPHEN THOMSON (INSET)

We appreciate the support of our voluntary 
board and committee members.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES SUNRISE COMMITTEES 

The Sunrise Investments Committee

The Sunrise Grants Committee
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OUR VISION
Local giving for local needs

OUR MISSION
To connect people who care with causes that matter, 
to strengthen our local community forever

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

1.   Grow a substantial perpetual fund

2.   Sustain a culture of giving

3.   Build strong partnerships and alliances

4.   Sound governance and management

5.   Increase funds available to distribute as grants

6.   To be the funder of choice for social, environmental and cultural

      initiatives in Tairāwhiti-Gisborne

The Sunrise Foundation is a charitable trust (CC50590) established to receive gifts and 

legacies to be invested in the form of endowments for the lasting benefit of local charities, 

community organisations and worthy causes.
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ENDOWMENT FUNDS

All donations and bequests to Sunrise are invested in endowment 
funds in perpetuity (forever). 

We invest the funds, retaining the capital and generating income, and use the income from 

investments to provide grants for charitable causes in Tairāwhiti-Gisborne (the area covered 

by Gisborne District Council).

Sunrise launched in October 2014. We celebrated the end of our seventh full financial year 

with endowments valued at $6.5 million.
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SUNRISE GRANT RECIPIENTS 2021

Since we launched seven years ago we have awarded grants with a 
total value of $752,000 to worthy causes across the arts, education, 
environment, health, social services and sports communities in 
Tairāwhiti-Gisborne. 

In our seventh annual funding round in 2021 we granted $165,000 to: 

Barnados Gisborne

Brain Injury Assoc Gisborne Inc #

Citizens Advice Bureau Gisborne

Eastland Rescue Helicopter #

Eastwoodhill Arboretum #

EIT Students Association scholarships #

Gisborne Boardriders Club Inc

Gisborne Bowling Club Inc

Gisborne Choral Society

Gisborne Cycle & Walkway Trust

Gisborne East Coast Cancer Society

Gisborne Land Search & Rescue

Gisborne Rowing Club #

Gisborne Stroke Support Group Inc

Gisborne Unity Theatre #

Hearing Assistance #

Historic Places Tairāwhiti

Hospice Tairāwhiti

Literacy Aotearoa

Matapuna Training Centre

Midway Surf Lifesaving Club #

Multiple Sclerosis Gisborne East Coast# 

Sunshine Service Inc #

Tairāwhiti Beneficiary Advocacy Trust

Tairāwhiti Environment Centre

Tairāwhiti Technology Trust

Tauawhi Mens Centre

Te Hahi Tairāwhiti

The Women’s Native Tree Project Trust

Tolaga Surf Lifesaving Club #

Victim Support Tairāwhiti

Waikanae Surf Lifesaving Club #

Waikohu Health

Wainui Surf Lifesaving Club #

Waipaoa Station Farm Cadet Training Trust #

Whinray Eco Trust #

YMCA Gisborne #

#Grants from special interest funds 

Stroke Support Grouphorses provide 2,800 rides and their

Gisborne Stroke Support Group put their $1370 grant from Sunrise towards purchasing 

1kg weights for their weekly exercise classes and providing first aid training for six of their 

volunteers. A range of ethnicities and age groups attend the classes they have on offer at a 

minimum cost. Jodi Iremonger can be seen here participating in one of the rehab classes 

led by a trained fitness instructor.



Eastland Rescue Helicopter (Bob and Aileen Harris Fund)

Gisborne Bowling Club Inc (Bob and Aileen Harris Fund)

Gisborne Land Search and Rescue (Bob and Aileen Harris Fund)

Sunshine Service Inc (Bob and Aileen Harris Fund)

Wainui Surf Lifesaving Club (Bob and Aileen Harris Fund)

Waipaoa Station Farm Cadet Training Trust (Bob and Aileen Harris Fund)

Gisborne Choral Society (Dame Bronwen and Dr Peter Holdsworth Family Fund)

Hospice Tairāwhiti (Rosemary Johnson, Bill & Margie Thorpe and Gavin McFarlane Funds)

Tairāwhiti Environment Centre (Ross and Jackie McDonald Fund)

Gisborne East Coast Cancer Society (Gavin McFarlane and Les McGreevy Funds)

YMCA Gisborne (Les McGreevy Fund)

The Woman’s Native Tree Project Trust (Les McGreevy Fund)

Eastwoodhill Arboretum (Bill and Margie Thorpe Fund)

Wainui SLSC used their grant from Bob and Aileen Harris and the Wainui SLSC 

endowment fund to purchase buoyancy vests for lifeguards going out to sea. 

With a record number of drownings occurring in New Zealand since 2015, it’s 

more important than ever to ensure our lifeguards are adequately equipped.

 

Grants funded by the income from named endowment funds
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Waipaoa cadets prepare for a future in farming

This year the Waipaoa Trust received two grants from Sunrise, with a 

combined total of $7762. One grant was from the Waipaoa Station Farm 

Cadet Training Trust endowment fund and the other was from Bob and 

Aileen Harris’ named fund.

Bob and Aileen Harris gifted $1.38 million to Sunrise in their will and 

requested an endowment fund be set up in their names. Their wish was 

that a portion of the income from their fund be granted to Waipaoa Farm 

Cadet Training Trust every year to help to cover the cost of such a high-

quality programme.

The Waipaoa Farm Cadet Training Trust bases its training around the core 

values of self-discipline, teamwork, and friendship. Cadets live onsite full 

time and experience both practical and theoretical components of farm 

work over the two years they spend at the station.

Interest in the training programme is robust with only five cadets chosen 

each year to join the five cadets staying on for their second year.

Sunshine Service Inc was grateful for the grant they received 
from the Bob and Aileen Harris’s fund. The money was put towards 
repairing one of their four modified vans that provide transport for 
elderly and disabled people in Gisborne.
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Life changing opportunities for Gisborne youth

JN Williams Memorial Trust , Self-Storage Gisborne and Clark Charitable Trust 

established the Tairāwhiti Outward Bound endowment fund at Sunrise to 

help local students attend the renowned Outward Bound course in 

Marlborough Sounds.

The Tairāwhiti Outward Bound School Course was developed in partnership with 

our local secondary schools. Each year fourteen local Year 12 students are selected 

because they show commitment at school but are not necessarily achieving their 

full potential.

Peter Jex-Blake, Self-Storage Gisborne director says, “With the social needs this 

region has, we thought if we can reach children before they leave school, this is an 

opportunity to turn young kids into role models.”

John and Diane Logan, Self-Storage Gisborne and Clark Charitable Trust have 

all committed to supporting Outward Bound every year. Half of their donations 

will go into the endowment fund for future students and half will be used for that 

year’s intake.

Tauawhi Men’s Centre put their Sunrise grant towards a project they 

collaborated on with the Gisborne International Music Competition team. 

Promoting peace in families, whilst using music as a vehicle was the goal of 

their project.

Musicians from Christchurch Symphony Orchestra visited Gisborne to work 

with fathers and tamariki over three days, teaching music and writing original 

compositions. GIMC Trust chair Dame Bronwen Holdsworth said it was 

stunning to see the level of talent and creativity displayed in the mini concert 

titled ‘Play for Peace’ at the conclusion of the three days.
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Life is better on a bike

A grant from Sunrise, in conjunction with funding from Trust Tairāwhiti, 

has enabled the Gisborne Cycle and Walkway Trust to fund a trails manager 

for 32 hours per week. Exciting things are in the pipeline for the Trust 

including a new Heartland Ride between Gisborne and Wairoa and an off-

road trail around Tolaga Bay township.

Record number of native plants donated

The Woman’s Native Tree Project Trust grew, and then donated over 

6000 healthy native trees and plants to community groups over the year 

throughout Tairāwhiti. The $3000 grant they received from the 

Les McGreevy endowment fund enabled them to continue paying their 

part-time nursery manager. This is the highest number of plants they 

have ever donated and reflects their nursery manager’s hard work 

and dedication.
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Freedom and independence with Learner Drivers Licence

Literacy Gisborne, a community-based organisation that provides free literacy and numeracy 

services in Tairāwhiti, used their grant to help people get their Learner Drivers Licence.

Rene Babbington, Literacy Gisborne cluster manager says, “Sometimes people can’t afford to 

pay for their theory test and others live in places where testing and lessons aren’t available, so 

it’s great to be able to support them.”

Their target groups are Māori, Pasifika, and youth, and through their programme, in 2021, 85 

people achieved their Learner Drivers Licence and 20 people achieved their HT Licence.

“By helping these young ones, it gives them freedom and independence and they’re much 

more likely to get into the workforce.”

In memory of Meril Findson

Meril’s family requested donations to the Tairāwhiti Dialysis endowment fund in lieu of 

flowers at her funeral. When undergoing dialysis, Meril enjoyed having the chance to 

connect with like-minded people and said the patients and staff became like family. The 

Findson’s like knowing their donation of $520 helps make a difference to something Meril 

cared so much about.
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Surf’s up for local ladies

Gisborne Boardriders Club (GBC) have been working hard to get more women surfing 

and their efforts have certainly been paying off. The club used their grant from Sunrise to 

help fund a part-time Women’s Events Coordinator.

Megan Costello who has taken on the position says, “Surfing is so good for mental as well 

as our physical health, and it’s such a blast to see so many women and girls jumping in 

and having a go.”

The club welcomed women onto the water by offering nine women’s events over the 

summer in a fun, friendly environment.

Rhiannon was one of the many Gisborne women who tried out the social surf sessions 

after some encouragement from her swimming coach, who is also a volunteer 

Boardriders instructor.

“I especially liked the woman’s social surf sessions as I was with other ladies of a similar 

age, and it was much cheaper than paying for private lessons.”

“Boardriders provided everything I needed, and the instructors were so enthusiastic and 

supportive. They really wanted everyone to have fun and succeed.”

With a young child, and waiting for the right conditions, Rhiannon doesn’t get out as 

much as she’d like, but says she has definitely caught the surfing bug!

Gisborne Unity Theatre used their Sunrise grant to purchase a new heat pump for their 

costume room. As a group, Unity Theatre provide high quality, entertaining plays so it’s 

wonderful knowing that they are now toasty and warm during the chilly winter months.
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Taupua Tairāawhiti, a shared services model developed by Sport Gisborne Tairāwhiti, 

received a grant of $4,450 from Sunrise which they used to purchase much needed 

IT equipment. Riding for the Disabled Gisborne was one of the organisations that 

benefited from the shared services scheme. Initially starting with 8-9 organisations, 

Taupua are looking to expand in 2022 with more sporting or not-for-profit groups.

GENERAL FUNDS

SUNRISE GENERAL FUND

Once a year we invite applications for funding from any organisation with a charitable 

purpose in Tairāwhiti-Gisborne. 

As all applications are carefully considered by our Grants Committee this ensures we support 

those with immediate needs – the most needy right now – whoever they may be and 

whenever their need arises. 

We’ve all seen how much society has changed and how quickly it is still changing, the beauty 

of the General Fund is that it will always be flexible to respond to those changes as and when 

they happen. 

At 40 percent of total endowments the Sunrise General Fund continues 
to be our largest fund. It’s from the General Fund that we grant to 
applicants in our annual funding round. 
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SPECIAL INTEREST FUNDS

Some donors wish to support local causes they especially care 
about. We work with them to establish special interest endowment 
funds to ensure the income from their donation is gifted to their 
chosen cause every year. 

Arts

Campion College

Cancer Society Gisborne East Coast

Chelsea Hospital

Dialysis Tairāwhiti

Disability

East Coast Museum of Technology

Eastland Rescue Helicopter

Eastwoodhill Arboretum

EITSA Tairāwhiti

Environment 

Gisborne Boys’ High School

Gisborne Intermediate School

Gisborne Land Search and Rescue

Gisborne Rowing Club

Gisborne SPCA

Gisborne Stroke Support Group

Gisborne Volunteer Centre

Gisborne Women’s Refuge

Health

Hearing Assistance

Hospice Tairāwhiti

Makaraka School

Multiple Sclerosis Gisborne East Coast

Ngatapa Rugby and Associated Sports Club

Outward Bound Tairāwhiti

Poverty Bay A&P Association

Poverty Bay Golf Club

St John Gisborne-Tairawhiti *

Suicide Prevention 

Sunshine Bus Service

SuperGrans Tairāwhiti

Surf Lifesaving Gisborne

Swim For Life Tairāwhiti

Tairāwhiti Community Law Centre

Tairāwhiti Museum

Waikanae Surf Lifesaving Club

Waikereru Ecosanctuary

Waikohu Health

Wainui Beach School

Wainui Surf Lifesaving Club

Waipaoa Station Farm Cadet Training Trust

Water Sports & Leisure (Boating)

Whinray Eco Trust

*Established 2021/22.

WAINUI BEACH SCHOOL students had lots of fun dressing up in yellow, as a 

fundraiser for their endowment fund. Tino pai Wainui for raising $200!



Five anonymous donors with a shared appreciation of St John and the essential service they 

provide for our community have seeded the St John Gisborne-Tairāwhiti endowment fund 

with Sunrise.

Glenda Stokes, Sunrise executive officer says, “After receiving the initial donation, I spoke with a 

few other potential donors and am thrilled with the response, as with a combined effort there was 

enough to seed the fund. It really highlights that no donation is ever too big or too small.”

It was the strength of the foundation’s endowment model that appealed to these donors and 

knowing that any money they donated stayed local.

Maree Donaldson, St John committee member says, “We are so grateful for the fund. Knowing 

we’ll receive a bit of extra funding every year forever is amazing.”

St John Gisborne’s Ambulance Division was established in 1925 and covers a large area of the East 

Coast, stretching from Wairoa right up to Hicks Bay. They provide emergency ambulance services 

and community health programmes within the region, as well as youth leadership programmes 

which are some of the strongest in the country.

Glenda says, “These anonymous donations show how much St John resonates in our community 

and how valued they are. We’re excited to see what the future holds for this fund.”
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Shane Clapperton MStJ, Jackie Clapperton, Ella van Kregten, Greg Fisher 
MStJ and Ray Stevenson OStJ in front of one of the five ambulances from 
the local St John branch.

The St John Gisborne-Tairāwhiti 

endowment fund was established in 

memory of all those who volunteered 

in the past to get the local St John 

service up and running, while also helping 

secure the future of our local branch.

New endowment fund established for our local St John 
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Tuataras love their new ‘digs’

In November 2021, Whinray Eco Trust released 
five tuataras into their predator free enclosure 
at Motu. The tuataras were transferred from 
Isaacs Conservation Trust in Christchurch 
to the enclosure which was originally 
farmland donated by Dan and Jane Griffin for 
conservation purposes. They have settled in 
well to their new surroundings and at night they 
can be found wandering around the enclosure 
where there are large weta, beetles, crickets and 
small lizards for them to feast on.
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With New Zealand recording its highest number of drownings last summer since 2015, the 

free swimming lessons Swim for Life Tairāwhiti provide for primary school children in our 

region seem more important than ever.

Every year about 3200 primary school children from the Tairāwhiti region receive 10 free 

swimming lessons each.

Carl Newman, SFLT trust manager says, “We cover a huge area from Motu, all the way up to 

Hicks Bay. We work with kids every year from when they’re five, until when they leave school.”

SFLT’s goal is to help all kids become competent and safe in the water by following the ‘Skills 

for Life’ programme developed by Water Safety New Zealand. By offering free lessons, Carl 

says they’re taking away a big barrier for kids and their families who otherwise probably 

wouldn’t be able to afford it.

Providing lessons to 40 schools in the Tairāwhiti region costs about $250,000 per year to run 

and is funded by Trusts and Organisations. To help with the ongoing costs, the SFLT board 

established the Swim for Life Tairāwhiti endowment fund with Sunrise, to ensure they can 

continue providing lessons for future generations.

Free lessons help keep Tairāwhiti kids safe in the water
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Maria Lovelock donates every fortnight to the 
Gisborne SPCA endowment fund and is pictured at 
home with her beloved dogs Toots, Marley, and Ted. 

SPECIAL INTEREST FUNDS 

Maria Lovelock jokes she would be a ‘crazy dog lady’ if her husband allowed it, but instead 

of adopting more dogs, she chooses to donate to the Gisborne SPCA endowment fund.

By donating $10 each fortnight through our regular giving scheme, since 2018 she has 

donated almost $900. Maria says, “I don’t even notice my donations going out and I don’t 

miss the money, as it’s not a lot each time.”

“It’s a big thing to me that it stays here, that’s what I like about it. I know any money I give 

to the fund at Sunrise will stay in Gisborne and help the shelter continue the important 

work they do.”

Gisborne SPCA Centre cover a large area of the East Coast, stretching from Wairoa 

to Hicks Bay. With less than one per cent of government funding, they rely upon the 

generosity of people like Maria and the growth of the endowment fund which will ensure 

funding for the local SPCA both now and in years to come.

“Donating to the fund is a win-win situation, without SPCA we wouldn’t have our rescue 

dogs Toots or Ted.”

For Toots it’s her fourth, and now forever home. With consistent training and love, 

witnessing the transformation of Toots over the past two years from an anxious pup who 

chewed everything to a settled and caring dog has been so rewarding for Maria.

“Dogs will always give you more than you will ever give them, they’re such a joy to 

be around.”

The Gisborne SPCA benefits from regular giving
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As a not-for-profit organisation, Hospice Tairāwhiti is partly funded by the DHB but needs 

to raise more than $400k each year to ensure that all hospice care services remain free of 

charge in our community.

Hospice Tairāwhiti has cared for the terminally ill and their families in the Gisborne/

East Coast area since 1980. In December they relocated to their new and larger premises 

located on Gisborne Hospital grounds. This vibrant, multi-purpose space has become 

their base for volunteers, doctors and nurses offering services for visiting patients and 

their families.

Kj Danielle, marketing and fundraising coordinator for Hospice, is enjoying the new 

facilities but is quick to say, “Hospice is not about a building, we’re more than that. It’s 

about the range of free services we provide, not just for the person needing us, but also 

their whanau.”

“The service we offer depends on the needs of each person individually and the needs of 

their whanau. We’re not one size fits all.”

With an aging population, the need for Hospice will continue to grow and with its new, 

larger facilities Hospice Tairāwhiti can flex with this growth. Working with existing 

services, Hospice provides extra support and expertise when required, whether a patient is 

at home or in hospital.

Hospice Tairāwhiti is grateful for its endowment fund with Sunrise as it guarantees them 

funding every year forever and enables them to continue offering their invaluable services 

to those in need.

We’re not ‘one size fits all’
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NAMED FUNDS

Former Sunrise trustee Dame Bronwen Holdsworth established the Arts Fund. Dame Bronwen 

is a musician herself and says she wants to support the talent in our region who are contributing 

to the wealth and diversity of our magnificent artistic and cultural traditions.

“Creativity is an integral part of every aspect of our lives, through all stages of education, culture 

and technology.”

Named endowment funds 
are established when 

donations or bequests 
total $50,000 or more

•  The fund can be in the donors name, their family’s
   name or any name they wish. 
•  The donor can nominate which charities or causes
   will receive grants from the investment income 
   from their fund.

This year a grant from the Arts Fund enabled 
Gisborne Choral Society to purchase more 

music folders.

Holdsworth Family fund supports local arts talent



After Rosemary Johnson passed away in 2018, her husband Graham and his family established 

a named endowment fund in Rosemary’s name.

The Johnson family are grateful for the compassionate support they received from Hospice 

Tairāwhiti in what was a very trying time and hopes the Rosemary Johnson fund can make 

some contribution towards helping Hospice Tairāwhiti support other families during their 

time of sadness.
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A combined total of $11,372 has been granted to Hospice 

Tairāwhiti from Rosemary Johnson’s named fund over the 

past three years.

In memory of Rosemary Johnson



A donation of $1.38 million from the estate of Bob and Aileen Harris was gifted to Sunrise in 

2018, the largest bequest Sunrise has received.

Bob and Aileen’s son Mike Harris says his parents were ‘the salt of the earth’ who worked 

hard for what they achieved, and this donation continues a lifetime of giving to the 

community.

Bob and Aileen asked that half the investment income from their fund be equally divided 

between our local rescue helicopter and Waipaoa Station Farm Cadet Training Trust, two 

causes that meant a lot to them, and for the remaining half to be included in Sunrise’s 

annual funding round. Bob and Aileen’s son Mike and his wife Trish, choose which causes 

will receive those grants.

Mike and Trish enjoy being involved and carefully select causes they feel are worthy and 

would resonate with Bob and Aileen. Since the bequest, close to $70k from the Bob and 

Aileen Harris endowment fund has been granted to worthy causes within the community.

This year, grants from the Bob and Aileen Harris endowment fund were gifted to 

Waipaoa Station Farm Cadet Training Trust and Eastland Helicopter Rescue Trust, 

as requested by Bob and Aileen in their Wills. Gisborne Bowling Club, Gisborne 

Land Search and Rescue, Sunshine Service Inc and Wainui Surf Lifesaving Club 

were the causes chosen by Mike and Trish Harris.

Bob and Aileen’s legacy

24  |  NAMED FUNDS



Ross and Jackie McDonald were hardworking rural folk

Ross McDonald grew up on his parents’ farm Glen Innis Hangaroa and this was where he 

and his wife Jackie would also raise their son Stewart.

The McDonald’s life at Glen Innis revolved around farming, family and the river which 

bordered half the property. As lovers of the outdoors, Ross enjoyed trout fishing while 

Jackie preferred gardening and their dogs. The family spent many happy hours jumping 

off the bridge and playing in the swimming hole.

Sadly, Jackie passed away in 2016 and Ross not long after in 2017. Their only son Stewart 

established the Ross and Jackie McDonald endowment fund in their memory. Every year 

he helps grant the income from their fund to causes that he believes would resonate with 

Ross and Jackie.
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Tairāwhiti Environment Centre put the grant they received from Ross and 
Jackie McDonald’s endowment fund towards purchasing new Timms and 
Live Capture traps which can be used for both possums and cats, as well as 
several DOC200 traps which are effective for rats, stoats, and hedgehogs.
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Bill and Margie Thorpe established a named endowment fund at Sunrise to support 

Eastwoodhill Arboretum and Hospice Tairāwhiti.

“Our endowment fund is an opportunity to give back to the community who have given us 

so much and to see it benefit our chosen charities while we are still alive.”

Margie says they chose Eastwoodhill as “we feel it is unique and we are both very supportive 

of the continuation and development of the arboretum.”

Bill says it was “the opportunity to participate in the very generous $ for $ matching 

commitment by the JN Williams Memorial Trust which provided added incentive.”

They both recognise Hospice Tairāwhiti for its exceptional work in end-of-life care, the 

large volunteer component, and the increasing need for qualified staff and access to 

specialist equipment. Both Bill and Margie say they are “enthusiastic about the ability to 

establish a perpetual endowment which will be continuously managed by professional 

investment advisers.”

$ for $ matching sealed the deal for Bill and Margie Thorpe



Les McGreevy’s lifetime of giving

Despite the 50 odd years that Les spent volunteering his time and donating money to 

charities, he didn’t consider himself a philanthropist.

Les has donated regularly to Sunrise since we launched in 2014 and when he passed away, 

he chose to leave a bequest to Sunrise in his Will. He said, “It’s the fact the donations I give 

to Sunrise are perpetual that appeals to me.”

As well as establishing a named fund, Les also gifted bequests to Sunshine Bus Service and 

Tairāwhiti Museum. Both organisations chose to add his bequests to their funds at Sunrise 

and we’re sure, as an avid supporter of Sunrise’s endowment model, that Les would have 

approved.

Last year $9886 of investment income from his endowment fund was granted to local 

causes that he cared about.

‘We make a living by what we get, but 
we make a life by what we give.’

WINSTON CHURCHILL
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The grant the Cancer Society received from the Les McGreevy fund helped to 
cover the cost of counselling support for cancer patients and their families. 
Counselling helps patients and their families with the psychological and 
emotional impact of cancer diagnosis, treatment and beyond.
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Gavin McFarlane was a regular “Gizzy” man

Sustainable giving appeals to John Larsen

Gavin was born into a Patutahi farming family in 1939 and described his childhood as 

simple, but fun, milking cows and riding horses.

When Gavin’s health began to deteriorate, he thought hard about how he could give back 

to the community he loved and called home.

Bequesting his estate to Sunrise appealed to Gavin because it meant “the support would go 

on forever, rather than giving a lump sum that would be gone when it was gone.”

He left his estate to Sunrise and chose the Gisborne East Coast Cancer Society and 

Hospice Tairāwhiti as beneficiaries of his donation, as not only had they supported him 

but also his wife Ngaire before she passed away in 2003.

Since moving to Gisborne as a young man in 1972, John Larsen has become well known 

in the community for his sense of humour and generosity to a variety of different causes.

He has sponsored, among other things, show jumping and the Gisborne races, The A&P 

Show, Waipaoa Farm Cadet Training, and the Gisborne Chamber of Commerce.

He is a committee member and gold sponsor of Ngatapa Rugby and Associated Sports 

Club and a strong advocate for the endowment fund the club has established at Sunrise.

John supports the causes he cares about with regular donations to their endowment 

funds and says, “Giving to Sunrise is all about sustainability, it will return to our 

community forever.”
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$2m

5 Years 10 Years

For the price
of a cup of
coffee

REGULAR AND WORKPLACE GIVING

Each gave what they could afford from as little as $5 a week – through to $150 a month. Their 

combined donations add up to $20,420 over the year.

They gave to a wide variety of causes and while many supported the General Fund, there are 

also many that asked for their donations to go toward their favourite charities. 

The special interest funds that were supported by regular donors this year are the Arts, 

Campion College, Gisborne Stroke Support Group, Vanessa Lowndes, Dialysis Tairāwhiti, 

Community Law Centre, General, Gisborne Volunteer Centre, Ngatapa Rugby and Associated 

Sports Club, Eastland Rescue Helicopter, Gisborne SPCA, Gisborne East Coast Cancer Society, 

Womens’ Refuge, Swim for Life Tairāwhiti and Wainui Surf Lifesaving Club.

Not only is workplace giving an easy way for people to donate a little often, it also has the 

added bonus of an immediate tax benefit. For every dollar donated they receive a third back as 

a tax credit in the same pay period. 

For example, if someone donates $7.50 every pay day, the government pays us $2.50 (the PAYE 

component) and only $5 is deducted from the donors take home pay. 

Workplace giving is a very powerful way for our community to support itself and build a 

strong legacy for the future. 

If just one percent of the Gisborne District population gave $5 a week 
through Sunrise Workplace Giving that would add up to $2 million 
over 10 years.

This year 49 people gave regularly either by automatic payment or 
through Sunrise Workplace Giving. 

It’s not a prerequisite that if you’re on the 
Board or if you work for Sunrise that you 
must donate. However, all our voluntary 
Board and our three part-time staff members, 
are so passionate about Sunrise that we 
choose to be donors. Lynda Blackburne, 
Glenda Stokes, and Janine McDiarmid all 
donate through Workplace Giving to different 
causes close to their hearts.
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The Gisborne Herald ladies give up a cup of coffee a week for 
local causes

Catherine Chrisp, Mary-Jane Richmond and Elaine Clarke signed up for Workplace Giving 

in 2017 whilst working at The Gisborne Herald and their combined donations have now 

totalled over $5,580.

Each of them chooses to donate to different causes they care about, but all agree it was 

knowing that their donations stayed local, and that Sunrise retained a maximum of 1% of 

endowment value each year to cover operating costs that appealed.

Catherine says she doesn’t even notice the $5 donation being taken from her pay packet each 

week and likes knowing the government top it up with a $2.50 tax benefit. “It’s like a freebie!”

“The biggest decision for me wasn’t whether I’d become a donor or not, it was which of the 

many special interest funds I would support. In the end, I decided on the General fund as I like 

the idea that Sunrise decides where the money is most needed in the community.”

Mary-Jane has been a member of the Gisborne Choral Society since moving to Gisborne in 

1982 and says the decision to support the Arts fund was an easy one for her.

“I love supporting the arts and I like that Sunrise only grants locally. The local element of 

Sunrise is very important to me.”

Since signing up for workplace giving in 2017, Elaine has donated almost $2000 to the 

Cancer Society fund which proves how a little bit each week adds up over time and really 

does make a difference.

Mary-Jane Richmond and Catherine Chrisp both signed up 
for Workplace Giving through Sunrise and like knowing their 

donations stay local.
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Creative ways of giving

You name it and Ian Donaldson can fix it. The self-confessed handyman has now turned 

his hand to mobility scooters and donating the income he makes from it to 

The Sunrise Foundation.

Although retired, Ian still likes to keep busy, so when he saw a job advertised for fixing 

TravelScoot mobility scooters he applied and once hired, he thought donating his profits 

was a good way to be able to ‘give back.’

“I took the job to keep me busy, not for the income – it keeps me out of mischief,” he says.

Ian and his wife Patrice chose to support two of Sunrise’s special interest funds that 

resonated with them. As a volunteer driver for Sunshine Bus Service, Ian wanted to 

support them further, so donated part of his earnings to the Sunshine Service fund and 

the rest to the Gisborne Stroke Support fund who had offered outstanding support and 

care after both his parents suffered strokes.

“It’s good to be able to support charities that are here in Gisborne and making a positive 

difference in people’s lives.”

He has a couple of plumbing jobs coming up and wants to donate the income to Sunrise 

again, although this time he is thinking of supporting the Suicide Prevention fund.

Ian says, “I am sure there are lots of retirees in a similar position to me who want to feel 

useful after they retire.”

Fixing mobility scooters and doing the odd plumbing job is Ian’s way but there are lots of 

creative ways people can give to Sunrise.
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Judy Livingston – Knitting up a storm

Judy Livingston and her group of talented knitters raised $4000 from a charity knit sale they 

held, with $1250 of the proceeds donated to Sunrise. The group requested that the funds be 

shared between Gisborne Stroke Support fund and Multiple Sclerosis Gisborne East Coast fund.

“Judy is an inspiration – she does so much for the community, and we are very thankful for 

her generosity,” says Sunrise’s executive officer, Glenda Stokes.

They are a small group of four knitters and Judy says more members would be warmly 

welcomed. Recently Judy learnt to spin wool and has just created her first couple of items 

using donated alpaca wool she spun herself.

Judy is very community focused and in June was awarded the Queen’s Service Medal for 

services to music and community.

Sunrise Gift Card becoming 
a Christmas tradition

Veterinarian surgeon Joe Mayhew 

thinks he’s found the perfect solution 

to the dilemma of what to give for 

Christmas in the form of 

The Sunrise Foundation Gift Card.

“Rather than giving gifts no one really needs, 

the gift card is something that people can feel 

good about receiving – knowing we have given 

money on their behalf to charities that need it,” he says.

Joe and his wife Rachel, originally from Tokomaru Bay, moved to Gisborne around 8 years ago 

and believe “charity begins at home.”

After four years, this way of Christmas giving has become a tradition in the Mayhew 

household. “Even the grandchildren are starting to understand that a Sunrise Foundation Gift 

Card is a more noble gift, than say, another piece of Lego.”

Gift cards are suitable for any celebration throughout the year, and you can request which fund 

your donation will benefit. Joe requests his donation to go towards the General fund and likes 

that “proceeds go to those with the greatest need.”
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Ngatapa Club ‘in the blood’ 

Charity bull gift for Ngatapa Club fund

Alex Chrisp was rapt to learn that his $5 weekly donations to the Ngatapa Rugby and Associated 

Sports Club endowment fund have totalled over $800 within just a few years.

“Imagine if 50 of us contributed each week, that would have earnt the club well over $40k. Even if 

money is tight $5 a week isn’t going to make or break you.”

Ngatapa Club is a family affair for the Chrisps with Alex having grown up watching his dad play, as 

well as playing alongside his brothers since he was a ‘young fella.’

Alex enjoys the positive, supportive environment and says families travel from as far away as Tolaga 

Bay and Matawai to be a part of it.

The Ngatapa Rugby and Associated Sports Club fund received a significant boost in 2021 thanks 

to the generous donation of a bull from Tangihau Angus that raised $19,000, after changing 

hands twice.

The charity bull sold initially to Tom Lane of Property Brokers for $6000, and he promptly donated it 

back to the stud auction again, where it realised another $13,000.

Each year Tangihau chooses an organisation to receive the proceeds of a bull and in 2021 the 

Ngatapa RASC was the lucky recipient.

Club president Lou Livingston said, “Our club is very grateful for the generosity of this sale and the 

people involved, and any increase to the club’s Sunrise fund is just awesome, helping us to realise 

our goal of securing the club’s future.”



A gift to our community that will last forever 

In conjunction with Wills Month in September, Andrew Corson decided to finalise his will, 

bequeathing almost his entire estate to The Sunrise Foundation.

Andrew said he found the process of drawing up a will “very easy” and he was impressed 

with the advice he received from his lawyer.

Andrew chose the Ngatapa Rugby and Associated Sports Club fund as one of the recipients 

and will have a named fund as part of this. In his youth Andrew played for the club, as did his 

brothers Patrick and David.

As a 20 year old Andrew went to Outward Bound and said it was a life-changing experience 

for him. By supporting the Outward Bound fund with a portion of his estate, Andrew hopes 

the youth lucky enough to be selected each year will push themselves to their limit and 

discover what they’re capable of.

The third fund that resonated with Andrew was the Tairāwhiti Swim for Life fund. Before the 

first lockdown Andrew became a very dedicated swimmer and he was at the Olympic Pool 

every morning at 6am, 7 days a week for the Mahia Swim Challenge.

“Swimming is just something all kids should learn to do and not all get the opportunity so it’s 

great being able to support their fund.”

“I feel good knowing the money is going to good causes and I like the idea it is self-

generating. Donating to Sunrise was my way of making a gift that would last forever.”
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Volunteers in Tairawhiti are ‘the engine in a fancy car’

More than Skindeep

Gisborne Volunteer Centre (GVC) carefully matches volunteers with the organisations 

where they will have the greatest impact, enjoyment, and sense of contribution.

Jenny Greaves, GVC manager, says, “It’s such a misconception that only retired people 

volunteer. We have all sorts of people offering a huge range of skills and a big part of our 

role is facilitating people going into a place that’s the right fit for them.”

Having a fund with Sunrise and receiving a grant every year forever is what appeals to 

Amber Aitkenhead, GVC Board member, as she believes it offers long-term security. 

That and the fact that all donations through Sunrise stay local.

Amber says, “Volunteers in Tairāwhiti are like the engine on a fancy car, you see the car but 

don’t see the important part that’s hidden under the hood.”

Ros Faulkner, volunteer service advisor adds, “Every voluntary role is as important as the 

next, no matter what it is, and gives just as much self-worth and satisfaction.”

Over 20 new organisations joined GVC last year, and Jenny says the community is always 

in need of more volunteers, whether it be a one-off role or a regular position. Located in 

Treble Court, the team are always happy to speak with anyone interested in finding out 

more about how they can give back to the community.

“It’s all about community,” says Ros. “It doesn’t matter if it’s helping deliver kai to those in 

need or offering governance skills on a board – every role makes a difference.”

Skindeep cosmetic medicine and 

beauty spa in Gisborne has committed 

to giving $50 a week to support 

Sunrise’s General fund.

Owner Chrissy Aldridge says, “We 

decided to donate to the General fund, 

because we know the proceeds will be 

granted to local charities that need help each

 year through Sunrise’s annual funding round.”

A big shout out to the team at Skindeep for supporting us over uncertain times.
Amber Aitkenhead, Ros Faulkner and Jenny Greaves 

from GVC say volunteering at any level is a great way 
to give back to our community.



As a community foundation Sunrise can only retain a 
maximum of one percent of endowment value each year to 
cover operating costs. 

Until we grow endowments to where we are self-sufficient we 
are fortunate to have the generous support of our funders 
Trust Tairāwhiti and Clark Charitable Trust; Platinum sponsors 
Bayleys Gisborne; Gold sponsors Amber Dental, Larsen 
Sawmilling and Self-Storage Gisborne; and numerous 
organisations and volunteers that have helped us along 
the way.

We appreciate the immense support we receive from so many 
as we strive to build a powerful taonga (treasure) for our 
community for generations to come.

Did you know?
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Move to BDO a ‘no-brainer’ 

A huge thanks to BDO for the warm welcome they have given us since we relocated to their 

offices in November.

Sunrise executive officer, Glenda Stokes says, “BDO has gone above and beyond and really 

made us feel like part of their team. With Lynda and Janine both joining Sunrise last year, it 

was the perfect time for us to move to a bigger office space.”

BDO partner Kylee Potae says it was a ‘no-brainer’ when asked whether Sunrise would be a 

good fit for their offices.

“Sunrise has similar values to us at BDO. Like us, they’re dedicated to building a strong future 

for Tairāwhiti forever, where we can give back beyond our years.”

Managing partner Mike Torrie agrees and says, “Having Sunrise here is a benefit to us both. 

By helping Sunrise, we are helping the community too, particularly those most in need.”

The smarter giving model that community foundations in NZ use makes it possible for 

donations of any size to have an ongoing impact on our community and this appealed to 

both Mike and Kylee.
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He rau ringa e oti ai.

Many hands make light work.



Alan Berry Motors and Suzuki supporting our community

Alan Berry has been a staunch supporter of Sunrise since our early days and believes 

sponsoring a car is a way of not only supporting Sunrise, but the whole community.

Alan says, “I’ve been in this community all of my life, and as a locally owned and operated 

business owner, I want to give back in the best way I can.”

John Clarke, Sunrise chair, says the generosity of Alan Berry Motors and Suzuki with their 

continued sponsorship of a Suzuki Baleno is much appreciated.

As a community foundation Sunrise can only use one percent of endowments to cover 

overheads and run the business. While it is great for donors to know that 99 percent of their 

donations go towards helping our community, it can be challenging.
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We couldn’t do it without you

The Sunrise Foundation would like to thank our generous sponsors and funders who continue to support us.

Their support allows Sunrise to concentrate on growing endowments, which in turn means increasing the amount of investment income available to grant to 
causes that need help in our region. Glenda Stokes, Sunrise executive officer says, “We are fortunate to have such generous funders and sponsors who believe in 
what we are doing for our local community.”

Thank you to our Platinum sponsors Bayleys  for your continued support.
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He aha te mea nui o te ao?
He tangata, he tangata, he tangata.

What is the most important thing in the world?
It is the people, it is the people, it is the people.


